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Welcome from the Artistic Director:

It is my privilege to welcome you to the Barrington Children’s 
Choir Winter concert, O, Joyful Children! If you have been to a 
BCC concert in the past, you might quickly notice that things 
are certainly not what they used to be (not least of which being 
there is a new Artistic Director)! And yes, the children are wearing 
masks and yes we are still coping with what seems like a ceaseless 
pandemic. However, having spent countless hours making calls and 
sending emails and texts to recruit singers for the 2021-2022 season, 
I will repeat myself once more here: 

Isn’t it better to sing with some modifications than to not sing at all? 

The answer is overwhelmingly YES. 

I owe a gigantic debt of gratitude to the many people who have 
ensured the safety and well-being of all BCC singers and staff 
through this challenging and (let’s be honest) oft disheartening 
time. Becky Brichta, Joyce Haqq, the former and current Board of 
Directors, the wonderful folks at the Barrington United Methodist 
Church, Carol Sesso, and Peggy Crawford - you all played an integral 
part in moving BCC forward. You made it happen! We could have 
given up; we could have kept our doors closed or stayed virtual. But 
instead, we have upheld BCC’s long tradition of providing excellent 
music education and vocal pedagogy for these developing artists, 
giving them a safe place to raise their voices in person each week, 
make friends, laugh, dream, and belong.

And so to the singers - thank you for showing up. A choir is not a 
choir unless a group of singers are gathered; and you did it! You 
gathered and grew together, and I could not be prouder of you. 
Thank you for putting your trust in me as your new director! I look 
forward to our Spring session, where we will continue to strengthen 
our skills and make beautiful music together.

For those who don’t know, I sang with the Barrington Children’s 
Choir when I was a kid and was lucky enough to be featured on our 
holiday album entitled—you guessed it—O, Joyful Children! To this 
day, my family still plays the CD, as it was truly a beautiful collection 
of songs and voices, led by the incomparable Peggy Crawford and 
recorded at Techny Towers. I thought it apt to use the title for our 
Winter concert because there is truly nothing like the joy that our 
children experience each Winter, bouncing around in the snow, 
celebrating holidays, and dancing and singing all the while. May 
today’s concert be a reminder that we can all still experience joy like 
that of our children; we just have to take the time.  

      - Tom Vendafreddo



THE PERFORMANCE

Combined Choirs 
Jubilate Deo
Music by Michael Praetorius
Text from Psalm 100

Sing Hey! (An Old Christmas Greeting)
Music by Linda Spevacek-Avery
Lyrics by Unknown, with additional lyrics by Linda Spevacek-Avery

Prelude Choir 
Christmas Joy 
Words and Music by Terry Kirkland
Based on the Traditional English “Sussex Carol”
Featuring KAMP Ringers

Dreydl, Dreydl, Dreydl
Arranged by B. Wayne Bisbee
Based on three traditional Jewish folk songs

Circle ‘Round the Moon 
Reflections of Youth
Words and Music by Mark Hierholzer 
 
First Flakes
Words and Music by Amy F. Bernon 

Acapella 
Carol of the Bells
Music by M. Leontovich
Words and arrangement by Peter J. Wilhousky 

White Winter Hymnal
Words and Music by Robin Pecknold
Arranged by Alan Billingsley 

What Child?
Music by Ruth Morris Gray 
Quoting the Traditional English Carol, “What Child Is This?”  
Words by William C. Dix



THE PERFORMANCE

Grace Notes 
Carol of the Angels
Additional Words and Music by Jill Gallina
Based on “Angels We Have Heard on High”

O Come, Little Children
Music by Johann A.P. Schultz
Lyrics by Christoph von Schmid
Arranged by Hal H. Hopson
Featuring KAMP Ringers

Sixty Million Snowflakes
Words and Music by Phillis Aleta Wolfe

Chamber Choir 
Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day 
Traditional English Carol
Arranged by John Rutter
Sidney Jones, soloist

Beautiful December
Words and Music by Amy F. Bernon

Winter with You
Words and Music by PINKZEBRA
Camryn Chapman and Madeline Ranieri, soloists

The Twelve Days After Christmas
Words and Music by Frederick Silver

Combined Choirs 

Prayer from “Hansel and Gretel”
Music by Engelbert Humperdinck
Lyrics by Constance Bach
Based on the original German of Adelheid Wette

Silent Night (recessional)
Music by Franz Grüber
Lyrics by Joseph Möhr 



PERSONNEL 

Staff
Tom Vendafreddo: Artistic Director, Director of Chamber Choir, 
Prelude Choir, and Acappella
Joyce Haqq:  Grace Notes Director
Becky Brichta:  Operations Manager 
Shanna Martin: Bookkeeper 
Rachel Elizabeth Maley: Principal Pianist 
Lisa Busse: Box Office
Luke O’Brien: Videographer 
Del Haagen: Audio Engineer

Board of Directors
Laura Ranieri: President
 
Mike Lynch: Past President
Judy Thompson: Treasurer
Kim Pfliger: Secretary
Kelly Haradon: Director, Concert Management
Kathy Brodin: Director, Financial Development
Rita Carroll: Director, Marketing
Kristen Bennett: Director, Volunteer Management 
Karen Moe:  Tour Manager

Instrumentalists
Rachel Elizabeth Maley: piano and drum 
Andrew Snow: cello

KAMP Ringers (Handbell Choir)
Kelly Buckman Michelle Gilbert
Amy Calderone Patti Mangis 
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU

 SPRING 2021 GRANTS

 

      Generous grant for our Virtual Concert production.

 
        Generous grant for our Chorister Scholarship Fund.

 
WINTER CONCERT 2021 SPONSORS

PATRONS

Peggy Crawford
Per and Kathy Brodin

The Lynch Family
 

CHAPERONES

The Carroll Family with Cross River Bank

 
FRIENDS

Jack and Carolyn Schaefer
Lisa Stamos / Quintessential Barrington

We are grateful to these charitable partners who support our 
mission!

The choir operates as a 501(c)(3) non-for-profit organization. 

Your gifts are tax deductible.



JOIN US FOR OUR 36TH SEASON!

For our choristers…to enrich their lives through artistic 
performance.

For you, our supporter…to publicly share your commitment to 
culture and the arts.

For our community…to enhance goodwill with the festivity of 
public concerts.

MAKE A GIFT, OR JOIN OUR SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 
TODAY!

Presenting Sponsor           
Concertmaster                    
Patron                                    
Chaperone                            
Friend of BCC                      

SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS
As a generous sponsor or donor, you/your business will receive the
benefit of affiliation with an organization recognized for musical 
excellence and quality of musical enrichment and education.

You and/or your business will receive promotional visibility within 
Barrington and all surrounding communities, not only to our 
Concert audience but our social media audience as well.
 
Your name and/or business is placed in our Concert Guide and on 
our Website.

Your generous personal or corporate donation is tax deductible.

Sponsorships or donations over $1,000 receive complimentary 
concert tickets.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathy Brodin, Director of Financial Development
singbccfinancialdevelopment@gmail.com

$ 5,000
$ 2,500
$ 1,000
$ 500
$ 100



ABOUT THE 
C H I L D R E N

BCC VISION 
The Barrington Children’s Choir (BCC) seeks to 
ignite the power and joy of song within children’s 
lives, inspiring them to be lifelong lovers and 
learners of music, while bringing together 
communities throughout the Chicago Northwest 
Suburbs and beyond .  

Established in 1986, BCC has long been 
devoted to uniting the purity and simplicity of 
children’s voices with the finest traditional and 
contemporary choral music. Today, more than 
30 years later — and building on the cherished 
mission of founding artistic director Peggy 
Crawford — BCC continues to offer the finest 
concepts in music learning, creating best-in-class 
choral teams that inspire others through the 
power of artistic training and performance.  

BCC choristers span grades 2 through 12 and 
represent the Chicago Northwest Suburbs and 
beyond. The children are taught diverse and 
extensive American and multicultural repertoire 
including folk, classical, renaissance and 
contemporary music in native languages. 



PLACEMENT PROCESS

Admission to the choir – with the 
exception of our youngest group 
of singers -- is by placement 
and evaluation, and the children 
selected must be willing to commit 
time for weekly rehearsals and three 
to five performances each season. 
Based upon age and experience, 
the children are placed in one of the 
following choirs:

GRACE NOTES  

Typically grades two through 
four. Singers of all musical 
ability levels are accepted 
and instruction will focus 
on good quality vocal 
production, unison and 
simple part singing, and 
overall musicianship training 
including ROTE learning and 
an introduction to solfege 
and basic music reading 
skills.

PRELUDE

Typically grades four through 
six. The pedagogy of this 
ensemble will focus intensely 
on music reading and vocal 
performance, through the 
rehearsal and performance 
of more challenging choral 
repertoire. Singers will be 
singing in 2 and 3 vocal parts 
and advance their aural skills 
through a continuation of 
ROTE learning as well as a 
more rigorous use of solfege.

CHAMBER CHOIR

Our primary performance 
ensemble, singers 
accepted into Chamber 
Choir demonstrate a 
passion and dedication for 
the performance of choral 
music. The pedagogy of 
this ensemble will focus on 
professional-level choral 
rehearsal techniques 
combining ROTE learning, 
solfege singing, and music 
reading for the purpose 
of learning, memorizing 
and performing advanced 
choral repertoire.

ACAPELLA 

This select ensemble 
comprises singers who 
are also enrolled in 
Chamber Choir. Members 
of this advanced group 
will exclusively sing 
contemporary and 
traditional acapella 
repertoire.



In addition to BCC’s signature shows — the annual winter and 
spring concerts — each choir performs at numerous civic, church, 
corporate and private gatherings throughout Chicagoland.                              

Past appearances have included Carnegie Hall, a performance 
on the WGN TV Morning Show, singing at Barrington’s White 
House, and a Halloween collaboration with Dancewerks. Other 
highlights include performing the National Anthem at the United 
Center for the Chicago Bulls, performing the National Anthem at 
the Sears Centre for the Windy City Bulls, singing holiday songs 
at the Holly Ball, and an appearance at Joffrey Ballet’s Nutcracker 
Suite (an annual tradition).                                                                                                                        

Community outreach — and spreading the joy of music — is a 
powerful, long-standing tradition at BCC. Our choristers perform 
at several charitable events each year, such as the Relay for Life, 
Barrington’s Memorial Day Parade and Art in the Barn. Our 
younger groups also visit many local nursing homes, where they 
share their repertoire and interact with residents.  

THE PERFORMANCES



THE TOURS
Touring regionally, nationally 
and internationally is a key 
component of the BCC 
experience, as it exposes our 
children to new choral works 
and renowned conductors 
-- and raises their level of performance and overall 
professionalism. A major tour is attempted every two to 
three years, offering many of our choristers once-in-a-
lifetime experiences. 
 
BCC has had the good fortune to perform throughout 
the United States and beyond. In June 2018, BCC 
Choristers had the distinct privilege to be one of only five 
choirs from across the United States chosen to perform 
at the renowned Carnegie Hall. BCC participated in the 
Children’s Choir Series under the direction of Anthony 
Trecek-King, director of the Boston Children’s Chorus. 
In addition to the Carnegie Hall performance, choristers 
visited several NYC landmarks and cultural institutions 
during their four-day visit. 
 
Past tours have taken BCC to several major European 
cities, including London, Vienna, Budapest, Rome, 
Florence, Venice and Prague. And in the United States, 
our choristers have appeared at music festivals in Hawaii, 
New Orleans and San Francisco. 
 
To quote our founding director, Peggy Crawford: “It is 
transformational when BCC choristers travel together, 
share new cultures, meet other singers from countries 
far removed from America, and offer their hand to 
these new friends through song. More important than 
the concluding concert on a foreign stage is the final 
outcome of that student’s understanding of self and 
worthiness as a performer, on a world mission to connect 
with others through singing. There really is nothing like 
it.”
 
 
 
 



GRACE NOTES
Cassia Bennett
Andy Cai 
Melody Cai 
Elizabeth Dean
Sydney Evangelista
Austin Gong 
Genevieve Haradon 

 

Harper Baumfeld
Vivi Brichta Bachar
Alex Castic
Ben Haqq
Ceci Haradon
Tilly Harned

PRELUDE

Lenora Harvey
Lillian Lemon 
Torben Mularski 
Violet Pittman 
Logan Popish
Ashley Saunders
Ruhi Shinde
Raya Stanley

Tessa Karolyi
Alyssa Kim
Chloe Kim
Autumn Li
Julianna Mathai
Scarlett Sepe

 

Cali Busse
Savannah Campbell 
Lia Carroll
Camryn Chapman
Madison Dalleska
Melodie Daniel 
Jessica Eng 
Sidney Jones

CHAMBER CHOIR
Bethany Lynch
Madeline Lynch
Natalie Michael 
Mariana Naddeo
Annalisa Nardiello
Erin Peters
Katherine Pizzirusso
Madeline Ranieri

Ava Roby
Chrissie Rollinson
Flora Shen 
Bhuvi Singh
Samyutha Sunkara 
Aryaa Thomas
Eva Youngblood
 

ACAPELLA
Lia Carroll
Aaron Castic
Camryn Chapman
Sidney Jones

Rohan Munagekar
Mariana Naddeo
Annalisa Nardiello
Madeline Ranieri 

Chrissie Rollinson
Eva Youngblood 



TOM VENDAFREDDO,  
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  

Tom Vendafreddo is a Chicago-based 
educator, music director, and performer. 
He is the recipient of the Illinois Theatre 
Association’s 2020 Award of Excellence 
in Professional Theatre. 

In 2014, Tom became the Founding Artistic Director of the Chicago 
Artists Chorale, a nonprofit choral organization comprising 
professionals from the Chicago arts community. The group is 
entirely volunteer, performs two concerts annually, and has 
anywhere from 50-80 singers at any given time. 

Tom is a proud graduate of the Eastman School of Music, where he 
earned dual degrees in Music Education and Vocal Performance, 
graduating with honors. 

Tom then went on to pursue an MFA in Musical Theatre from 
San Diego State University, where he published a Thesis Project 
entitled “A Blended Pedagogy: Synthesizing the Best Practices of 
Opera and Musical Theatre Training Programs to Promote a More 
Holistic Approach to Training the Singing Actor.” 

A product of Tom’s own multifaceted education is an eclectic career 
as an educator. He has taught a range of courses including voice, 
choral music, collaborative piano, musical theatre performance, 
beginning acting, musicianship, musical theatre history, and theatre 
marketing and publicity at schools such as Northwestern University, 
Chicago Conservatory for the Performing Arts (Roosevelt 
University), San Diego State University, The School at Porchlight 
(Chicago), Baeksuk University (Seoul, South Korea), Patrick 
Studios (Melbourne, Australia), North Central College (Naperville, 
IL), among others. 



JOYCE HAQQ
GRACE NOTES DIRECTOR 

Joyce has more than 20 years of teaching and 
directing experience with all levels and ages, 
ranging from Kindermusik through college level.  
She is currently the Choral Music Director at 
Carmel Catholic High School in Mundelein.  She 
previously taught in Barrington District 220 and 
also at Adlai Stevenson High School.  Joyce 
graduated University of Illinois with a Bachelor 
of Science in Choral Music Education. She also 
has a Master of Arts in Special Education from 
Concordia University of Chicago.

RACHEL ELIZABETH MALEY 
PRINCIPAL PIANIST

Rachel Elizabeth Maley is an artist and 
teacher based outside of Chicago. A musician 
since a young age, she performs on multiple 
instruments and voice, and has worked in 
various capacities for Lyric Opera of Chicago, 
the Elgin Youth Symphony Orchestra, Side 
Street Studio Arts, the Brevard Music Center, 
and the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq. Rachel 
attended the University of Chicago intending to 
study ethnomusicology, but instead developed 
affinities for dance, comparative literature, and 
contemporary circus arts. Her creative work 
embodies this penchant for collaboration across 

all media. Rachel is a practitioner of mediation and Cha Dao, the Way of Tea. 
She is the founder of Still Life Meditation (StillLifeMeditation.net), a center for 
meditation and self-inquiry in downtown Elgin, IL.

BECKY BRICHTA 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Becky joined BCC in June of 2018. She has 
nearly 20 years of experience leading and 
directing  operations for a variety of musical 
and theatrical organizations. While working with 
students is her passion, an even bigger focus is 
her 3  children that range in age of 10-15 years 
of age. Becky is thankful for the opportunity to be 
part of Barrington Children’s Choir.



PEGGY CRAWFORD
FOUNDER & CONDUCTOR 
LAUREATE

Peggy is an internationally recognized 
teacher and conductor of children’s voice. 
Peggy’s motivation to start BCC was
to enrich children’s lives through the love 
of music and the joy and fulfillment of 
artistic accomplishment. In June 2010, 
Peggy made her final routes to the schools 
in Barrington 220, retiring after 25 years of 
service in five different schools. In Spring 

2017, Peggy raised her baton one last time as artistic director in 
celebration of 30 years since founding the BCC.

1986…a time in my life that brought me disappointment and 
unwelcome change.  Teaching in the smallest district school, 
stuck and yearning for more, I was overwhelmed when the 
school board would grant me permission to form a choir, 
outside of the school curriculum.  They would name the choir 
- “The Barrington Children’s Choir.”  Of course!  A gift had been 
granted, I would strive to bring children to a place of excellence, 
rejoicing with song!    

We became one, closer year after year.  Towns merged, 
friendships became lifelong, and the BCC was born.  Its 
growth was a nurturing, loving family, which grew newborns 
to look forward to be old - to sing.  In time, the years saw new 
groups emerge, madrigal singers, men’s choir, high school 
orchestras chimed through our concerts, a miracle in its 
making.  Becoming known in the music circuit, our itineraries 
soon traveled the states, Carnegie Hall…, and finally our beloved 
European journeys to the majestic Cathedrals.  Inexplainable 
growth was the outcome of each experience.

Now, that’s all the good.  Just as you, we were thrown into the 
Corona Virus nightmare.  There were long pauses, attendance 
dropped, no concerts, no traveling…. Somehow, the 36 years 
sustained its life span, we would not fail.  Our board remained 
intact.  And then, in walked a “used-to-be chorister” soprano, 
from years ago, a young lad who toured Austria with us in 1998.  
Our beloved Tom Vendafreddo , now a tenor, would become 
our new Artistic Director. 

I urge all of you to rejoice in our sustained life and legacy.  
Please support the Barrington Children’s Choir in the many 
ways available.  With appreciation and love - Peggy



SINGER SHOUTOUTS!

Always let your heart sing, Ben!
Have a great concert!

We love you, 
Mom, Dad, and Ethan

Mariana, we’re so proud of you!  
We love you! 

Love, 
Mama, Baba, Alexandria, Victoria,  
Jonah and Lola 

We are so proud of your hard work 
Sydney!
 
 
Love, 
Mom, Dad, & Donovan

Amazing job Tessa and Prelude!

Love,
Mom & Dad



We love you, Torben!
Congratulations on a fantastic 
performance!

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Dane, and Axel

Way to go, Austin!! 
We always love to see you on stage and 
are so proud of you! 

Mom and Dad and Mia

We are so proud of you Lizzie!

Love, 
Mom, Dad, and Alex



Harper, we are so proud of you! Break a leg, girl. 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Perry, William, Jeffrey and Ina

Congratulations Eva on all your musical accomplishments! 
We are so proud of you and can’t wait to see you grow in 
your musical career! 

Love, 

Mom, Dad, Matt, Trish, Max, Jack and Mia





#BEYONDBUILDING
  Delivering dream spaces 
  for over 20 years.

Call us today to get started 630.991.8700
Visit us on the web to learn more hdcbuildcom

NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING | KITCHEN | BATH | BASEMENT | ADDITIONS





 

 

 

 
Robert J Skopek, DDS MS 

Specialist in Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics for 
Adults and Children 

(847)277-1212  
110 S. Wynstone Park Dr. 

North Barrington, IL 60010 
Visit us on the Web: www.skopekortho.com 

  

 

Great SMILE.  Quality SERVICE.  
Team SKOPEK.





We are OPEN and READY to serve YOU!

$50   NEW Patient Exam & 
X-Rays!

Open Late with Saturday and 
Sunday Hours

www.hartdentalbarrington.com





Aria going to send hymn Bach to 
Long & Co. for the perfect gift this 

Christmas?

There is no other alto-rnative to 
keep hymn out of treble.

105 E. Main Street · Barrington, IL

847-381-7790

www.Long-and-Co. com





Find us at our new location!
122 W. Main Street Downtown Barrington 847-277-1381

tootsiesshoes.com   facebook.com/tootsiesshoes

Tootsies Shoes

PURCHASE ONE BOOT* 
RECEIVE A K-CARROLL 
CROSSBODY BAG. ($23 value)

   *Regular price merchandise.   
EXPIRES 12/31/21   









SING WITH US!
BCC is holding vocal placements for its Spring 2022 
season.  Sign up today and don’t miss out on the joy of 
singing! 

Vocal placement date:  Wednesday, December 15

Location: Barrington United Methodist Church
Virtual placements available by appointment and 
conducted via Zoom.  You will receive a link prior to your 
appointment. 

Time: Email Becky Brichta at SingBccInfo@gmail.com to 
receive the “Vocal Placement Form” and schedule your 
placement today! 

Vocal Placement Process:  BCC holds vocal placements 
twice per year for new choristers in typically Grades 2-12. 
The vocal placement is simply an opportunity for our 
directors to meet your child, hear them sing, and see how 
well they “match pitch” (sing in tune). 

New singers in 2nd-4th Grades will automatically be 
accepted into our Grace Notes Choir.  No children will be 
turned away from joining this entry-level ensemble. 

Singers wishing to join our Prelude Choir and Chamber 
Choir will be accepted based on their vocal placement, at 
the discretion of our directors. Be assured, the directors 
make the process as stress free as possible for everyone. 
Every student will receive an email after all placements 
are complete.  At that time, we will let you know the 
placement results.

JANUARY 11, 2022: BRING A FRIEND DAY!  

BCC singers are invited to bring a friend to our first Spring 
rehearsal on January 11th, to show them what BCC is all 
about! 

Singers will receive ONE entry into a raffle (with fabulous 
prizes) for each friend that attends the rehearsal! Prizes 
will be given out at the end of the night on January 11th.

Talk to your friends about BCC; word of mouth is our 
greatest advertisement!
 



Uniting the purity of simplicity of children’s 
voices with the finest traditional  and 

contemporary choral music. 
    

Founder:  Peggy Crawford
 

barringtonchildrenschoir.org

SPRING CONCERT 

Mark your calendars for our Spring Concert, WE ARE THE 
WORLD, on Saturday, May 14! We will be hosting two concerts 
at 2pm and 6pm at Barrington United Methodist Church.  
The program will feature uplifting choral music from around 
the world! 


